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tration in the presidency of Bengal; its capital, Calcutta,
to be the centre of the new government.
A French Company was founded about the same
period, under the patronage of Colbert, and the conflicting
interests of the rival companies gave rise to endless con
tentions, in which, a century later, the names of Dupleix,
Labourdonnais, and Count de Lally, are distinguished
both in successes and reverses.
The French were finally compelled to abandon the
Carnatic, that portion of the peninsula which comprehends
a part of its eastern coast.
Lord dive's brilliant successes having assured the
English power in Bengal, Warren Hastings consolidated
the empire Clive had founded, and from that time war
and conquest went on, till England became master of
that vast empire which has been described as " not less
splendid and more durable than that of Alexander."
The Company, however, till then all powerful, began to
lose its authority, and in 1784 a bill was passed placing
it under the control of Government In 1813 it lost the
monopoly of trading to India, and in 1833 the right of
trading to China.
Since the establishment of a military force in India,
the army had always been composed of two distinct con-
tingents, European and native. The first consisted of
British cavalry and infantry regiments, and European